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(54) Plug release Indicator in a well 

(57) Movement of an object (60) such as a plug, ball 
or dart, in a well is detected by providing an electrical 
circuit (66) on the object to transmit a signal when the 
object moves. The electrical circuit (66) can include an 
active or passive radio frequency identification tag, at 
least the passive type of which is responsive to an exter- 
nally generated alternating current electromagnetic sig- 
nal such that the electrical circuit transmits a responsive 
signal for reception outside the object as the object 
moves through the conduit A transmitter (38) can be 
provided to transmit into the conduit an alternating cur- 
rent electromagnetic signal, wherein the electrical cir- 
cuit transmits its electromagnetic signal in response to. 
the alternating current electromagnetic signal from the 
transmitter. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates generally to detecting 
when an object moves in an oil or gas well. In a particu- 
lar application, the invention relates to electronically 
indicating when a cementing plug has been displaced 
out of a plug container. 

[0002] One method of detecting when a cementing 
plug has left the plug container includes using a 
mechanical flipper mechanism. The flipper extends out 
into the plug container below the plug. When the plug is 
released and drops or is displaced downward, it con- 
tacts the flipper, causing the flipper to rotate downward 
into a slot machined in the plug container. The flipper is 
connected to a shaft, which moves with the flipper. An 
indicator is attached to one end. of the shaft on the out- 
side of the plug container. This indicator moves with the 
shaft and the flipper giving an external indication that 
the cementing plug has moved past the flipper. 
[0003] There are shortcomings with this flipper-type 
indicator. If it is not cleaned periodically, the flipper 
becomes cemented In place. This renders It useless if it 
is in the slot, and this prevents the cementing plug from 
being displaced down the casing if the flipper is 
cemented in the extended position. 
[0004] Electronic methods of indicating when the 
plug has left the plug container would not have the 
aforementioned mechanical shortcoming of becoming 
cemented; however, I am not aware of a commercially 
successful electronic method for detecting displace- 
ment of a cementing plug. 

[0005] From the foregoing, there is still the need for 
an improved apparatus and method for indicating when 
an object moves in an oil or gas well. This is specifically 
applicable to determining whether a cementing plug has 
displaced from its plug container. There is also the need 
for an improved object, including a cementing plug, 
which enables such detection to occur. 
[0006] The present invention overcomes the above- 
noted and other shortcomings of the prior art by provid- 
ing an apparatus and method for detecting an object 
moving in a conduit of an oil or gas well. The present 
invention aiso provides an object which can be dis- 
placed in an oil or gas well and which enables the dis- 
placement to be detected. 

[0007] In one aspect, the invention provides an 
object to be inserted in, and displaced within, an oil or 
gas well, which object comprises a body movable 
through a conduit of an oil or gas well; and an electrical 
circuit connected to the body, the electrical circuit being 
responsive to an externally generated alternating cur- 
rent electromagnetic signal such that the electrical cir- 
cuit will transmit a responsive signal for reception 
outside the object as the object moves through the con- 
duit. 

[0008] In another aspect, the invention provides 
detector apparatus for an oil or gas well, which appara- 
tus comprises a body movable through a conduit of an 



oil or gas well; an electrical circuit connected to the 
body, the electrical circuit being suitable for-transmitting 
an electromagnetic signal for reception away from the 
body as the body moves through the conduit; and a 
5 receiver disposed relative to the conduit and the body to 
receive the electromagnetic signal from the electrical 
circuit. 

[0009] The invention also includes a method of 
detecting an object moving in a conduit of an oil or gas 

w well, which method comprises providing a triggering 
electromagnetic signal from outside an object moving in 
a conduit of an oil or gas well; generating, from an elec- 
trical circuit on the object moving in the conduit 
responding to the triggering electromagnetic signal, a 

75 responsive' electromagnetic signal; and detecting the 
responsive electromagnetic signal away from the mov- 
ing object. 

[0010] One embodiment of the object to be dis- 
placed in an oil or gas well as provided by the present 

20 invention comprises a body movable through a conduit 
of an oil or gas well and an electrical circuit connected 
to the body, wherein the electrical circuit is responsive to 
an externally generated alternating current electromag- 
netic signal such that the electrical circuit transmits a 

25 responsive signal for reception outside the object as the 
object moves through the conduit. The object can also 
be defined to comprise a body movable through a con- 
duit of an oil or gas well and an active or passive radio 
frequency identification tag electrical circuit connected 

30 to the body. 

[0011] Detector apparatus for an oil or gas well as 
provided by the present invention generally comprises: 
a body movable through a conduit of an oil or gas well; 
an electrical circuit connected to the body, the electric 

35 circuit for transmitting an electromagnetic signal for 
reception away, from the body as the body moves 
through the conduit; and a receiver disposed relative to 
the conduit and the body to receive the electromagnetic 
signal from the electrical circuit In particular implemen- 

40 tations, the body is selected from the group consisting 
of a movable plug, ball and dart. The receiver can 
include an antenna mounted through the conduit The 
detector apparatus can further comprise a transmitter 
disposed relative to the conduit and the body to transmit 

45 into the conduit an alternating current electromagnetic 
signal, wherein the electrical circuit transmits its electro- 
magnetic signal in response to the alternating current 
electromagnetic signal from the transmitter. 
[0012] The present invention also provides a 

so method of detecting an object moving in a conduit of an 
oil or gas well. The method comprises: providing a trig- 
gering electromagnetic signal from outside an object 
moving in a conduit of an oil or gas well; generating, 
from an electrical circuit on the object moving in the con- 

55 duit responding to the triggering electromagnetic signal, 
a responsive electromagnetic signal; and detecting the 
responsive electromagnetic signal away from the mov- 
ing object 
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[0013] The present invention can also be defined as 
a method of detecting a plug moving in a plug container 
of an oil or gas well, comprising: generating an electro- 
magnetic signal from an electrical circuit on the plug 
moving In the plug container; and detecting the electro- 5 
magnetic signal away from the moving plug. 
[0014] Therefore, from the foregoing, it is a general 
object of the present Invention to provide a novel and 
improved apparatus and method for detecting an object 
moving In a conduit of an oil or gas well. It is also a gen- w 
eral object of the present invention to provide a novel 
and improved object which can be displaced in an oil or 
gas well and which enables the displacement to be 
detected. Other and further objects, features and 
advantages of the present invention will be readily 15 
apparent to those skilled in the art when the following 
description of the preferred embodiments is read in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a portion of 20 
an oil or gas well having an embodiment of appara- 
tus in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional representation of a plug con- 
tainer, identified in FIG. 1 , and two cementing plugs 
therein incorporating an embodiment of the present 25 
invention. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a detector apparatus of 
the present invention. 

[0015] Referring to FiG. 1 , there is illustrated part of 30 
a drilling rig 10 represented as comprising a floor 12 
and a rotary table 16. The rotary table 16 carries a 
bushing and slips (not shown) for suspending a pipe or 
tubing string 20 (the term "tubing" or "tubing string" as 
used herein and in the claims encompasses any tubular 35 
element, whether typically referred to as "pipe" or "tub- 
ing" or "casing* or "liner" or otherwise, used in associa- 
tion with an oil or gas well and any string of 
interconnected such elements). The tubing string 20 
extends downward into a borehole 18 of an oil or gas 40 
well and in at least one embodiment is comprised of a 
plurality of Joints of tubing threaded end to end. The tub- 
ing string 20 can also include an out-of-hole extension 
of a casing or liner to be cemented into the borehole of 
the well (i.e., one or more tubular sections connected to 45 
and extending above the casing or liner in the borehole). 
Any such "tubing string" is included in the broader term 
"conduit" as used herein and in the claims, which "con- . 
duit" also includes wellhead fixtures, whether at or >■ 
above the mouth of the well (e.g., at the earth's surface so 
either on land orsubsea, or at the rig floor 12), or other 
structures or equipment through which objects can be 
moved into or out of the well, the movement of which 
such objects the present invention is intended to detect. 
[0016] Also illustrated in FIG. 1 is a flow restriction ss 
sub 22 connected in the tubing string 20 a selected dis- 
tance, for example 300 feet, above a plug catcher 
assembly 24 located at the lower end of the tubing 



string. An adapter sub 26 and a reverse circulating or jet 
sub 28 are threadedly connected between the plug 
catcher sub 24 and the section of tubing 20' that 
extends upward to the restriction sub 22. 
[0017] Located above the rig floor 12 for the envi- 
ronment illustrated in FIG. 1, a cement plug launching 
sub 30, hereinafter referred to as a plug container, is 
connected to the upper end of the tubing string 20. Also 
connected to the plug container 30 is a manifold, indi- 
cated generally at 32, which has valves V connected to 
a pump P that supplies fluids under pressure taken from 
a mixing hopper 34 or the like. The plug container 30 is 
one type of wellhead fixture at the mouth of the well. 
This type of wellhead fixture is one that has at least one 
entry passage into the well or at least one exit passage 
out of the well. In the case of the illustrated plug con- 
tainer, it provides an entry into the well for the one or 
more plugs launched from the plug container 30. 
[0018] Also represented in FIG. 1 is part of a detec- 
tor apparatus of the present invention. This part is Illus- 
trated in FIG. 1 merely as a block 36, but it includes a 
transmitter 38 (at least when passive tag circuits, 
described below, are used) and a receiver 40 shown in 
the block diagram of FIG. 3. This part 36 of the detector 
apparatus of the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention can be mounted on a well fixture as repre- 
sented in FIG. 3. The well fixture includes any suitable 
part of the wellhead fixture(s) or the tubing string in the 
FIG. 1 illustration. In the specific application of detecting 
when a cementing plug is released from the plug con- 
tainer 30 for the embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
transmitter 38 and the receiver 40 are mounted on or in 
the plug container 30 itself (e.g., on the cap or on the 
exterior side wall of the plug container). These compo- 
nents can, however, be located away from the other 
equipment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. For example, they 
could be several feet (e.g., thirty to forty feet) away but 
connected to an antenna mounted on the plug container 
(see the dot-dash depiction of the transmitter 38' and 
receiver 40* in FIG. 2). 

[0019] In general, the detector apparatus of the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention uses an 
existing technology referred to as radio frequency iden- 
tification or RFID. Electromagnetic energy is used to 
remotely read an electronic radio frequency identifica- 
tion "tag" placed on a movable body in order to identify 
the body. The information that is read can be of any 
desired type for which a particular implementation is 
adapted (e.g., an indication that the tag is present, or a 
unique identity code, or several kilobytes of informa- 
tion). 

[0020] For the illustrated embodiment, the transmit- 
ter 38, which provides the triggering alternating current 
electromagnetic signal for this embodiment of the 
detector apparatus and method of the present invention, 
Is disposed outside the conduit of which the plug con- 
tainer 30 is a part in the FIG. 1 environment As used in 
this description and in the claims "electromagnetic sig- 
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rial" from the transmitter 38 includes any electromag- 
netic emission Intended to cause the electrical tag" to 
respond; this includes, for example, the mere presence 
of an electromagnetic field and a discrete encoded elec- 
tromagnetic transmission. An •electromagnetic signal" 
from a tag is such an emission to which the receiver 40 
can respond. Such electromagnetic signal is generated 
by electricity flow in . an electrical circuit (as distin- 
guished from, for example, a magnetic signal or field 
from a permanent magnet). 

[0021 ] Although outside the conduit, the transmitter 
38 transmits the triggering signal into the conduit. As 
illustrated In FIGS. 1 and 2, the transmitter 38 is con- 
nected to the plug container 30. Preferably at least an 
antenna 41 of the transmitter 38 is placed in a side port 
of the plug container below the cementing plugs, or in a 
port in the plug container cap 42. The latter positioning 
is Illustrated in FIG. 2, and the former can be imple- 
mented through a port 39 (FIG. 2), for example. The 
antenna is typically connected by wire or other electrical 
conductor to the remainder of the transmitter. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the antenna 41 is shared by, 
and thus electrically connected in, the receiver 40 (and 
thus the antenna 41 is part of both the transmitter 38 
and the receiver 40). The transmitter and receiver can 
be connected by any suitable means (e.g., by wire or 
wireless communication) to other equipment, such as 
controlling, processing, displaying, or reporting equip- 
ment, for example. 

[0022] The receiver 40 is also disposed outside the 
conduit in the illustrated embodiment. The receiver 40 
(or at least the antenna 41 thereof) is connected to the 
plug container 30 such that the receiver 40 can receive 
a responsive or self-generated electromagnetic signal 
from the electrical "tag" circuit. This reception is through 
the common antenna 41 in the illustrated embodiment 
[0023] The transmitter 38, the receiver 40 and the 
antenna 41 should be suitably packaged for the loca- 
tions where they are to be used. For example, the 
antenna 41 as used in FIG. 2 should be potted (molded 
in a suitable plastic or epoxy) in a housing to protect tt 
from exposure to well fluids, cement, and pressures that 
can range from" a vacuum to several thousand pounds 
per square inch. 

[0024] Referring now to FIG. 2, the plug container 
30 is shown in greater detail. The illustrated plug con- 
tainer 30 is a conventional type known in the art, but it is 
modified to accommodate the present invention as 
described herein (e.g., to have the part 36 mounted on 
it). The embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 has two 
plugs, but a single plug or additional plugs can be used 
as known in the art. The plug container 30 includes a 
tubular body threaded at its lower end to connect to the 
tubing string 20 or some intervening adapter as appro- 
priate. A cap 42 is threaded onto the upper end of the 
plug container body. An O-ring seal 44 Is used to make 
the connection fluid-tight A series of vertically spaced 
ports 46, 48 and 50 extend through the wall of the body 
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and are connected to respective lines having the valves 
V (numbered 52, 54 and 56 in FIG. 2). Thelines lead to 
a common trunk which is connected to the outlet of the 
pump P as depicted in FIG. 1 . 

5 [0025] Cementing plugs 58, 60 are retained In the 
plug container 30 by plungers 62, 64, respectively, of 
conventional plug release plunger assemblies (not oth- 
erwise shown). Each plug 58, 60 Is typically a conven- 
tional plug for separating cement and other fluids which 

w are to be pumped into the well In series, except that 
each plug includes a respective lag" electrical circuit 
66. In at least a passive type of construction, the circuit 
66 responds to an electromagnetic signal from the 
transmitter 38 when the electrical circuit 66 is in effec- . 

15 tive proximity of the electromagnetic signal. Each such 
electrical circuit 66 responds in real time to an externally 
generated alternating current electromagnetic signal so 
that the electrical circuit transmits a responsive signal 
for reception outside the object at the same time as the ] 

zo object moves through the conduit (i.e., for reception by 
the receiver 40 in the preferred embodiment). In the 
illustrated embodiment, the electrical circuit 66 is 
mounted on a respective plug so that the circuit 66 
passes in effective proximity to the transmitter 38 and . ■ 

25 the receiver 40 (or at least the antenna thereof) when 
the plug is released and dropped or pumped Into the 
well. "Effective proximity" means that the triggering 
electromagnetic signal from the transmitter 38 can be 
received by the passing electrical circuit 66 (the term 

30 also applies with regard to the responsive or self-gener- 
ated signal from the electrical circuit 66 on the plug and ' 
the receiver 40). Each electrical circuit 66 should be 
susceptible to being readily drilled out after the cement- 
ing job is completed. 

35 [0026] Each of the cementing plugs with its respec- 
tive electrical circuit 66 forms another part of the 
present invention. In one aspect it is one embodiment of 
an object to be displaced in an oil or gas well, and as 
such is an inventive object itself as well as being part of 

40 the overall detector apparatus of the present invention. 
Each of the cementing plugs includes a body that is 
movable through the conduit of the oil or gas well. Spe- 
cifically for the illustrated embodiment, it is a body that 
is movable through the wellhead fixture (namely the 

45 plug container 30 in this case) into (or, in other contexts, 
out of) the well. In the illustrated embodiment, the body 
can be any type of plug, ball or dart that is to be dis- 
placed down the conduit of the well from the surface. 
Examples include cementing plugs, multiple stage 

so plugs, latch-down plugs, SSR™ plug releasing balls and 
darts, fill-up and cementing tool system plugs and 
releasing balls, frac balls and PERFPAC™ balls, each of 
which is modified to have a "tag" (i.e., an electrical cir- 
cuit 66) identifying it individually or by function. The tags 

55 can also be used to show when objects (e.g., PERF- 
PAC™ balls) have been reverse circulated back up the 
well. Accordingly, the body of the movable object of the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is 
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selected from the group consisting of a movable plug, 
ball and dart. 

[0027] There are two basic types of electrical cir- 
cuits 66 that are used on the movable body. One is 
referred to as passive and the other as active. The 
active type Is presently preferred because of its longer 
read range (i.e.; It can interact with the part 36— the 
transmitter and/or receiver— at greater distances than 
can a passive type). A plug typically has to move several 
inches to move below a fluid port In the plug container, 
and so an extended read range gives an indication that 
the plug has moved well beyond the port. 
[0028] Passive "tag" circuits 66 have no internal 
power source, such as a battery. They contain an elec- 
tromagnetic or electronic coil that can be excited by a 
particular frequency of electromagnetic energy trans- 
mitted from the transmitter 38. The electromagnetic 
energy transmitted from the transmitter 38 to the coil 
momentarily excites it (i.e., causes energizing or activat- 
ing electrical current flow), causing the electrical circuit 
66 to transmit the contents of its buffer, such as some 
pre-stored value unique to that particular object. The 
passive tag circuit 66 has an unlimited shelf life because 
there is no internal power source, and passive tags are 
relatively inexpensive. A possible disadvantage is that 
the read range with present technology can be limited. 
The read range also depends on the size of the antenna 
of the transmitter 38, with greater ranges requiring 
larger antennas. 

[0029] Passive type tag equipment can be obtained 
commercially. Two sources are R FID, Inc. of Aurora, 
Colorado, USA (R 3 product line) and Integrated Sili- 
con Design of Adelaide, South Australia (Tag-Right 
product line). Examples of specific products include a 
model 1795 ATS tag and model 5100 antenna and 
model 400XE combination reader and Interface (trans- 
mitter/receiver) from RFID, Inc. and a model TC242 tag 
and model C242 reader from Integrated Silicon Design. 
This RFID system has a nominal read range of thirteen 
inches and operates at 148 kilohertz, and this Inte- 
grated Silicon Design system has a nominal read range 
of 25.5 inches and operates at 13.56 megahertz. 
[0030] The active type of electrical circuit 66 for the 
movable body can be of the type found in vehicle ID or 
factory automation applications where read range and 
speed are concerns. These active tag circuits contain 
an internal power source, typically a long life battery, 
which gives the circuit a much farther reading range and 
faster speed. Without implying any limitation as to what 
features a passive circuit might have, the active tag can 
have a read and write capability, allowing. Its internal 
operating program and other information to be remotely 
updated or changed as required. The active tag's mem- 
ory can store information (e.g., several kilobytes) and a 
control transmitter can write to such a tag circuit from 
greater distances (e.g., fifteen meters). Information that 
could be stored In the active tag for future recall 
includes, for example, serial numbers, lot numbers, 
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build dates, and expiration dates. Additionally, an active 
tag can be designed to transmit without initiation by the 
transmitter 38 (e.g., the tag self-gene rates-that is, 
under its own power and circuit design or programmed 
5 control-an identifying electromagnetic signal), and so in 
some implementations the transmitter 38 need not be 
used and can be omitted. 

[0031] Active type tag equipment can be obtained 
commercially. Two sources are Texas Instruments of 

io Dallas, Texas, U.S.A. (TIRIS product line) and Identec of 
Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada (i-Q product line). 
Examples of specific products include a model 
9795101-001 tag and model 5000 reader system from 
Texas Instruments and a model l-QR tag and model 

15 ILR-CARD reader from Identec. This Texas Instruments 
system has a nominal read range of 96 Inches and 
operates at 1 34.2 kilohertz, and this Identec system has 
a nominal read range of 394 inches and operates at 91 5 
or 868 megahertz. 

zo [0032] For at least some systems, the tags should 
be placed in fluid-tight and pressure-tight packaging to 
withstand exposure to well fluids, cement, and pres- 
sures that can range from a vacuum to several thou- 
sand pounds per square inch. 

25 [0033] The respective electrical circuit 66 can be 
attached to the object by any suitable connecting means 
or methods. With regard to a cementing plug, for exam- 
ple, it can be attached by any of several methods, 
including molding it in the rubber portion 68 of the plug 

30 or the plastic insert 70, attaching it to the surface of the 
cementing plug with an adhesive or by mechanical 
means (e.g., screws, nails, or staples), or placing the 
circuit in a cavity in the cementing plug. The tag circuit 
can have an identification code unique to that individual 

35 object, or to that type of object, such as top cementing . 
plug or bottom cementing plug. This code then Identifies 
which plug has left the plug container and which is 
remaining in that particular implementation. Other infor- 
mation can also be available. Depending on the type of 

40 circuit 66 and antenna or control transmitter 38, the tags 
can be read continuously or Intermittently when within 
effective proximity of the antenna. If read continuously, 
the loss of signal indicates the object is gone. Some 
systems may also be able to measure signal strength to 

45 determine how far the object has moved until it is out of 
range. For backup, two or more tags can be placed on 
each body in case one fails. 

[0034] For the environment depicted in FIG. 1, the 
plug container 30 is used in a conventional manner; 

so however, release of the plugs 58, 60 is sensed in 
accordance with the present Invention. Each plug is 
used by being released adjacent a fluid to separate the 
fluid from a leading or trailing different stage or type of 
fluid. Referring to FIG. 2, the plug 58 can be used to 

55 separate a cement slurry from a leading drilling mud 
pumped ahead of the plug 58. The plug 60 can be 
released behind the cement slurry to separate it from a 
following mud slurry pumped behind the plug 60 to drive 
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the cement slurry down the tubing 20, around.the lower 
end of the tubing 20 and up the annulus between the 
tubing 20 and the wall of the well borehole or an outer 
casing so that the cement slurry can bond the requisite 
portion of the tubing 20 in the well. This procedure is 5 
done in a manner known in the art (e.g., the slurries are 
sequentially pumped into the tubing through inlet valves 
52, 54, 56, and the plugs are released by retracting 
plungers 62, 64). 

[0035] If the cement slurry is.properly placed in the 10 
annulus, the leading and trailing plugs 58, 60 will be at 
or below the lower end of the tubing 20 because they 
drop out or land at this point and are not pumped up into 
the annulus. Once the cement slurry has set so that the 
tubing is held in place, a drill string (not shown) is typi- 15 
cally lowered back into the well to drill the borehole , 
deeper. This necessitates drilling out the plugs 58, 60 
that have dropped out in known manner during the fluid 
placement procedure, if the plugs, or elements added 
thereto, are of too hard material, this further drilling can 20 
be impeded because the material dulls or damages the 
cutting or crushing surfaces of the drill bit; therefore, 
readily drillable material is preferably used. 
[0036] To assist the proper placement of the 
cement slurry in the oil or gas well by detecting whether 25 
each plug has properly released into the fluid stream, 
the present invention provides a method of detecting an 
object moving in a conduit of an oil or gas well. This 
method includes moving an object in the well. In the 
illustrated system, this specifically including injecting a 30 
cementing plug into the well through the cementing plug 
container to provide the object moving in the conduit 
such as described above. In at least a passive tag sys- 
tem, the method further comprises providing a trigger- 
ing electromagnetic signal from outside the object 35 
moving In the conduit of the oil or gas well. Providing a 
triggering electromagnetic signal includes transmitting 
the triggering electromagnetic signal from a selected 
location on a wellhead fixture at the mouth of the well In , 
the illustrated preferred embodiment. The method fur- 
ther comprises generating, from an electrical circuit on 
the object moving in the conduit responding to the trig- 
gering electromagnetic signal, a responsive electro- 
magnetic signal; and detecting the responsive 
electromagnetic signal away from the moving object 45 
[0037] The method of the present invention can 
also be defined as comprising generating an electro- 
magnetic signal from an electrical circuit on a plug mov- 
ing in a plug container and detecting the 
electromagnetic signal away from the moving plug. The so 
electromagnetic signal can be self -generated by an 
active tag circuit, or it can be responsive ly generated in 
response to a signal from the transmitter disposed away 
from the plug, 

[0038] All of these steps of the method can be per- 55 
formed in the manner described above, or apparent 
therefrom, regarding the object and detector apparatus 
of the present invention; and the method can be other- 



wise defined in accordance with such explanation. 
Claims 

1 . An object to be inserted in, and displaced within, an 
oil or gas well, which object comprises a body mov- 
able through a conduit of an oil or gas well; and an 
electrical circuit connected to the body, the electri- 
cal circuit being responsive to an externally gener- 
ated alternating current electromagnetic signal 
such that the electrical circuit will transmit a respon- 
sive signal for reception outside the object as the 
object moves through the conduit. 

2. An object according to claim 1 , wherein the body is 
a movable plug, ball or dart for use in a well. 

3. An object to be displaced in an oil or gas well which 
object comprises a body movable through a conduit 
of an oil or gas well; and an active or passive radio 
frequency identification tag electrical circuit con- 
nected to the body. 

4. An object according to claim 3, wherein the body is 
a movable plug, ball or dart for use in a well. 

5. Detector apparatus for an oil or gas well, which 
apparatus comprises a body movable through a . 
conduit of an oil or gas well; an electrical circuit con- 
nected to the body, the electrical circuit being suita- 
ble for transmitting an electromagnetic signal for 
reception away from the body as the body moves 
through the conduit; and a receiver disposed rela- 
tive to the conduit and the body to receive the elec- 
tromagnetic signal from the electrical circuit 

6. Detector apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 
the body is a movable plug, ball or dart. 

7. Detector apparatus according to claim 5 or 6, 
wherein the receiver includes an antenna mounted . 
through the conduit. 

8. Detector apparatus according to claim 5 or 6, fur- 
ther comprises a transmitter disposed relative to 
the conduit and the body to transmit into the conduit 
an alternating current electromagnetic signal, 
wherein the electrical circuit transmits its electro- 
magnetic signal in response to the alternating cur- 
rent electromagnetic signal from the transmitter. 

9. Detector apparatus according to claim 8, wherein 
the transmitter and the receiver include a common 
antenna mounted through the conduit. 

10. Detector apparatus according to claim 8 or 9, for 
use in an oil or gas well having a wellhead fixture at 
the mouth of the well, wherein the wellhead fixture 
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has at least one entry passage into the well or at 
least one exit passage out of the well, wherein said 
body is movable through the wellhead fixture into or 
out of the oil or gas well; the transmitter is con- 
nected to the wellhead fixture to transmit into the 
wellhead fixture; said electromagnetic signal is 
transmitted as the body moves in the wellhead fix- 
ture; and said receiver is connected to the wellhead 
fixture. 

1 1 . Detector apparatus according to claim 5, 6 or 7, for 
use in an oil or gas well having a wellhead fixture at 
the mouth of the well, wherein the wellhead fixture 
has at least one entry passage into the well or at 
least one exit passage out of the well, wherein said 
body is movable through the wellhead fixture into or 
out of the oil or gas well; said electromagnetic sig- 
nal is transmitted as the body moves in the well- 
head fixture; and said receiver is connected to the 
wellhead fixture. 

12. Detector apparatus according to claim 10 or 11, 
wherein the wellhead fixture Includes a plug con- 
tainer and the body is a cementing plug injectable 
into the well through the plug container. 

13. Detector apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
the transmitter and the receiver include a common 
antenna connected through the plug container. 

14. A method of detecting an object moving in a conduit 
of an oil or gas well, which method comprises pro- 
viding a triggering electromagnetic signal from out- 
side an object moving in a conduit of an oil or gas 
well; generating, from an electrical circuit on the 
object moving In the conduit responding to the trig- 
gering electromagnetic signal, a responsive elec- 
tromagnetic signal; and detecting the responsive 
electromagnetic signal away from the moving 
object 

15. A method according to claim 14, wherein providing 
a triggering electromagnetic signal includes trans- 
mitting the triggering electromagnetic signal from a 
selected location on a wellhead fixture at the mouth 
of the well. 

16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the well- 
head fixture is a cementing plug container, and 
wherein a cementing plug is injected into the well 
through the cementing plug container to provide the 
object moving in the conduit 

17. A method of detecting a plug moving in a plug con- 
tainer of an oil or gas well, which method comprises 
generating an electromagnetic signal from ah elec- 
trical circuit on the plug moving in the plug con- 
tainer; and detecting the electromagnetic signal 



away from the moving plug. 
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